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Gospel of Grace

The�gospel�of
grace�is�the
foundation�of
everything�we
are�and�do�at
Oaks�Parish:

At�Oaks�Parish;�we�experience
holistic�flourishing�through�the
person�and�work�of�Christ:�The
death�and�resurrection�of�Christ�has
redeemed�us�individually;�and
collectively�as�a�church=�we�try�to
mirror�that�grace�in�all�we�do:

Faithful Presence

We�are
committed�to
Portland�and
aspire�to�be�a
church�woven
into�the�fabric�

of�the��city:�Oaks�Parish�is�a�uniquely
welcoming�and�inclusive�place:�We
greet�our�neighbors;�friends;
families;�and�coPworkers�with
infectious�hospitality;�faithfully
showing�the�love�of�Jesus�in
Portland:

Formative Rhythms

The�rhythms�of
our�life�shape
our�character;
and�at�Oaks
Parish�we
anchor�our

practices�in�Scripture�and�the
historical�church:�Our�liturgical�and
expressive�practice�of�gathered
worship�on�Sunday�pervades�and
shapes�our�rhythms�of�prayer;�study
of�Scripture;�and�gatherings
throughout�the�week:�This�process
of�intentional�formation;�or
discipleship;�shapes�us�to�be�more
like�Jesus:

Extended Family

Oaks�Parish�is
intensely
relational:�We
strive�to�live
together�as�a
diverse;�

multiPgenerational�extended
familyQnot�just�on�Sunday;�but
throughout�the�week:�We�share�our
stories�and�how�God�is�redeeming
them�even�as�we�work;�play;�and
serve�together:�We�want�everyone�to
experience�being�known�and�loved
in�Christ:

Our Mission
To abide in Christ Jesus for the renewal of all things.
Our Core Values
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Quotes for Reflection
Tim Keller, Counterfeit Gods
As�a�pastor�IIve�had�people�come�to�me�to�confess�that�they�struggle
with�almost�every�kind�of�sin:�Almost:�FI�spend�too�much�money�on
myself:�I�think�my�greedy�lust�for�money�is�harming�my�family;�my
soul;�and�people�around�me:G�Greed�hides�itself�from�the�victim:�The
money�godIs�modus�operandi�includes�blindness�to�your�own�heart:�
Jesus�warns�people�far�more�often�about�greed�than�about�sex;�yet
almost�no�one�thinks�they�are�guilty�of�it:�Therefore�we�should�all
begin�with�a�working�hypothesis�that�Fthis�could�easily�be�a�problem
for�me:G�If�greed�hides�itself�so�deeply;�no�one�should�be�confident�that
it�is�not�a�problem�for�them:�How�can�we�recognize�and�become�free
from�the�power�of�money�blind�to�usD�

Randy Alcorn, Money, Possessions, & Eternity
Stewardship�isnIt�a�subcategory�of�the�Christian�life:�Stewardship�is
the�the�Christian�life:�After�all;�what�is�stewardship�that�God�has
entrusted�to�us�life;�time;�talents;�money;�possessions;�family;�and�his
graceD�In�each�case;�he�evaluates�how�we�regard�what�he�has
entrusted�to�usPand�what�we�do�with�it:�

Scott Badger-Saye, Following Jesus in a Culture of
Fear
When�our�moral�lives�are�shaped�by�fear;�and�safety�is�worshiped�as
the�highest�good;�we�are�tempted�to�make�health�and�security�the
primary�justification�for�right�action:�We�thus�lead�timid�lives;
fearing�the�risks�of�bold�gestures:�Instead�of�being�courageous;�we�are
content�to�be�safe:�Instead�of�being�hopeful;�we�make�virtues�of
cynicism�and�irony;�which�in�turn�keep�us�a�safe�distance�from�risky
commitments:�We�are�more�likely�to�tell�our�children�to�Fbe�carefulG
than�to�Fbe�good:G�The�extravagant�vision�that�woudl�change�the
world�gets�traded�in�for�the�passive�axiom�Fdo�no�harm:G�
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Call to Worship
from Isaiah 52:7-10
How�beautiful�upon�the�mountains
����are�the�feet�of�the�messenger�who�announces�peace:

Who brings good news,
    who announces salvation,
    who says, “Your God reigns.”

ListenB�The�people�lift�their�voices=�
����they�shout�together�for�joyB

For the Lord has comforted his people;
    he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The�Lord�has�bared�his�holy�arm
����before�the�eyes�of�all�the�nations;

All the ends of the earth shall see
    the salvation of our God!

Songs of Praise

Come Ye Sinners
Words�A�Music�by�Joseph�Hart�A�Seth�Dady
^�The�Music�Well�WAdmin�by�Seth�DadyX
CCLI�License�n�11355776

Our Great God
Words�and�Music�by�Fernando�Ortega�and�Mac�Powell
^�2002�New�Spring;�Word�Music;�LLC;�and�Dejamesolo�Music
CCLI�License�n�11355776



5

Old Testament Reading
Genesis 15 NRSV
1�After�these�things�the�word�of�the�Lord�came�to�Abram�in�a�vision;�FDo�not
be�afraid;�Abram;�I�am�your�shield=�your�reward�shall�be�very�great:G�2�But
Abram�said;�FO�Lord�God;�what�will�you�give�me;�for�I�continue�childless;
and�the�heir�of�my�house�is�Eliezer�of�DamascusDG�3�And�Abram�said;�FYou
have�given�me�no�offspring;�and�so�a�slave�born�in�my�house�is�to�be�my�heir:G
4�But�the�word�of�the�Lord�came�to�him;�FThis�man�shall�not�be�your�heir=�no
one�but�your�very�own�issue�shall�be�your�heir:G�5�He�brought�him�outside
and�said;�FLook�toward�heaven�and�count�the�stars;�if�you�are�able�to�count
them:G�Then�he�said�to�him;�FSo�shall�your�descendants�be:G�6�And�he
believed�the�Lord=�and�the�Lord�reckoned�it�to�him�as�righteousness:�7�Then
he�said�to�him;�FI�am�the�Lord�who�brought�you�from�Ur�of�the�Chaldeans;�to
give�you�this�land�to�possess:G�8�But�he�said;�FO�Lord�God;�how�am�I�to�know
that�I�shall�possess�itDG�9�He�said�to�him;�FBring�me�a�heifer�three�years�old;�a
female�goat�three�years�old;�a�ram�three�years�old;�a�turtledove;�and�a�young
pigeon:G�10�He�brought�him�all�these�and�cut�them�in�two;�laying�each�half
over�against�the�other=�but�he�did�not�cut�the�birds�in�two:�11�And�when�birds
of�prey�came�down�on�the�carcasses;�Abram�drove�them�away:

12�As�the�sun�was�going�down;�a�deep�sleep�fell�upon�Abram;�and�a�deep�and
terrifying�darkness�descended�upon�him:�13�Then�the�Lord�said�to�Abram;
FKnow�this�for�certain;�that�your�offspring�shall�be�aliens�in�a�land�that�is
not�theirs;�and�shall�be�slaves�there;�and�they�shall�be�oppressed�for�four
hundred�years=�14�but�I�will�bring�judgment�on�the�nation�that�they�serve;
and�afterward�they�shall�come�out�with�great�possessions:�15�As�for�yourself;
you�shall�go�to�your�ancestors�in�peace=�you�shall�be�buried�in�a�good�old�age:
16�And�they�shall�come�back�here�in�the�fourth�generation=�for�the�iniquity�of
the�Amorites�is�not�yet�complete:G�17�When�the�sun�had�gone�down�and�it
was�dark;�a�smoking�fire�pot�and�a�flaming�torch�passed�between�these
pieces:�18�On�that�day�the�Lord�made�a�covenant�with�Abram;�saying;�FTo
your�descendants�I�give�this�land;�from�the�river�of�Egypt�to�the�great�river;
the�river�Euphrates;�19�the�land�of�the�Kenites;�the�Kenizzites;�the
Kadmonites;�20�the�Hittites;�the�Perizzites;�the�Rephaim;�21�the�Amorites;
the�Canaanites;�the�Girgashites;�and�the�Jebusites:

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:�
Thanks be to God.
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Prayers of the People

Offering Prayer
Holy Father, there is nothing I have that You have not given me. To
spend everything on myself, and to give without sacrifice, is the way
of the world that You cannot abide. But generosity is the way of those
who call Christ their Lord; who love Him with free hearts and serve
Him with renewed minds. I am determined to be trustworthy with
such a little thing as money that You may trust me with true riches.
Above all, I am determined to be generous because You, Father, are
generous. And so we surrender our tithes and offerings to you, Father,
for the glory of your Kingdom. Amen.

The Lord‘s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy name, 
    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
    on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, 
    and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Passing of the Peace
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Matthew 25:14-30 NRSV
New Testament Reading

14�FFor�it�is�as�if�a�man;�going�on�a�journey;�summoned�his�slaves�and
entrusted�his�property�to�them=��15�to�one�he�gave�five�talents;�to�another
two;�to�another�one;�to�each�according�to�his�ability:�Then�he�went�away:��16
The�one�who�had�received�the�five�talents�went�off�at�once�and�traded�with
them;�and�made�five�more�talents:��17�In�the�same�way;�the�one�who�had�the
two�talents�made�two�more�talents:��18�But�the�one�who�had�received�the�one
talent�went�off�and�dug�a�hole�in�the�ground�and�hid�his�mastervs�money:��19
After�a�long�time�the�master�of�those�slaves�came�and�settled�accounts�with
them:��20�Then�the�one�who�had�received�the�five�talents�came�forward;
bringing�five�more�talents;�saying;�HMaster;�you�handed�over�to�me�five
talents=�see;�I�have�made�five�more�talents:I��21�His�master�said�to�him;�HWell
done;�good�and�trustworthy�slave=�you�have�been�trustworthy�in�a�few
things;�I�will�put�you�in�charge�of�many�things=�enter�into�the�joy�of�your
master:I��22�And�the�one�with�the�two�talents�also�came�forward;�saying;
HMaster;�you�handed�over�to�me�two�talents=�see;�I�have�made�two�more
talents:I��23�His�master�said�to�him;�HWell�done;�good�and�trustworthy�slave=
you�have�been�trustworthy�in�a�few�things;�I�will�put�you�in�charge�of�many
things=�enter�into�the�joy�of�your�master:I��24�Then�the�one�who�had�received
the�one�talent�also�came�forward;�saying;�HMaster;�I�knew�that�you�were�a
harsh�man;�reaping�where�you�did�not�sow;�and�gathering�where�you�did�not
scatter�seed=��25�so�I�was�afraid;�and�I�went�and�hid�your�talent�in�the�ground:
Here�you�have�what�is�yours:I��26�But�his�master�replied;�HYou�wicked�and
lazy�slaveB�You�knew;�did�you;�that�I�reap�where�I�did�not�sow;�and�gather
where�I�did�not�scatterD��27�Then�you�ought�to�have�invested�my�money�with
the�bankers;�and�on�my�return�I�would�have�received�what�was�my�own�with
interest:��28�So�take�the�talent�from�him;�and�give�it�to�the�one�with�the�ten
talents:��29�For�to�all�those�who�have;�more�will�be�given;�and�they�will�have
an�abundance=�but�from�those�who�have�nothing;�even�what�they�have�will�be
taken�away:��30�As�for�this�worthless�slave;�throw�him�into�the�outer
darkness;�where�there�will�be�weeping�and�gnashing�of�teeth:I

This�is�the�word�of�the�Lord:
Thanks be to God.
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Sermon
Bryan�Buck<�Who�Owns�ItD
Cheerful�Giving

Notes

Application Questions
1:�What�are�2P3�words�that�summarize�your�relationship�with�moneyD�

2:�What�questions�or�concerns�would�you�like�God�to�address�in�your
heart�during�this�seriesD�

3:�If�God�owns�everything�and�we�are�merely�stewards;�what
difference�does�this�make�for�your�lifeD�
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Confession of Sin
Holy�Father;�we�find�it�difficult�to�submit�our�lives�to�you;�yet�you�call
us�to�surrender�our�time;�talent;�and�treasure�for�the�purposes�of�your
Kingdom:�Forgive�our�greed�and�deliver�us�from�all�temptations�of
money:�Forgive�our�wastefulness�and�show�us�how�to�be�wise�with�all
of�your�good�gifts:�Forgive�our�desire�to�expand�our�own�kingdoms
and�deliver�us�into�your�Kingdom�that�finds�joy�and�freedom�in�laying
down�our�lives:�In�your�SonIs�name�we�pray;�amen:

Assurance of Pardon

Who�is�a�God�like�you;�pardoning�iniquity�and�passing�over�the
transgression�of�the�remnant�of�his�possessionD�He�does�not�retain�his
anger�forever�because�he�delights�in�showing�steadfast�love:�He�will
again�have�compassion�upon�us=�he�will�tread�our�iniquities�under
foot:�You�will�cast�all�our�sins�into�the�depths�of�the�sea:

Micah 7:18-19 NRSV

Almighty God
Words�A�Music�by�David�Leonard;�Leslie�Jordan;�and�Sandra�McCracken
^2015�Integrityvs�AlleluiaB�Music;�and�Drink�Your�Tea�Music
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Confession of Faith
The Apostle’s Creed
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Doxology
Words�by�Thomas�Ken�A�Music�by�Louis�Bourgeois���^��Public�Domain

Benediction

We�do�not�dismiss�in�any�set�order;�come�forward�when�you�feel�ready:�
Form�two�lines�down�the�center�aisle;�return�to�your�seats�by�the�side�aisles:�
Take�the�elements�and�consume�them�at�your�seat�at�your�discretion:�
Bread�is�locally�sourced�and�gluten�free:�Choose�between�red�wine�and�white�grape�juice:

Communion

The King of Love My Shepherd Is
Words�A�Music�by�Henry�Williams�Baker�W1868X
�CCLI�License�n�11355776

Sursum Corda
The�Lord�be�with�you:
And also with you.

Lift�up�your�hearts:
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let�us�give�thanks�to�the�Lord�our�God:
It is good and right to do so.



Prayers for Those Not Communing
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Lord�Jesus;�you�claim�to�be�the�way;�the�truth;�and�the�life:�Grant�that
I�might�be�undaunted�by�the�cost�of�following�you�as�I�consider�the
reasons�for�doing�so:�If�what�you�claim�is�true;�please�guide�me;�teach
me;�and�open�me�to�the�reality�of�who�you�are:�Give�me�an
understanding�of�you�that�is�coherent;�convincing;�and�that�leads�to
the�life�you�promise:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Searching for the Truth

Lord�Jesus;�I�admit�that�I�am�weaker�and�more�sinful�than�I�ever
dared�confess;�but�through�you�I�am�more�loved�than�I�ever�dared
hope:�Thank�you�for�paying�my�debt�on�the�cross;�taking�what�I
deserved�in�order�to�offer�me�complete�forgiveness:�Knowing�that
you�have�been�raised�from�the�dead;�I�turn�from�my�sins�and�receive
you�as�my�Savior�and�Lord:�Amen:

Prayer of Belief

Lord�Jesus;�enable�me�to�see�in�you�the�fulfillment�of�all�my�true
needs;�and�may�I�turn�from�every�false�satisfaction�to�feed�on�you;�the
true�and�living�bread:�Enable�me�to�see�that�your�Gospel�is�bigger
than�my�sin;�and�that�your�work�breaks�the�power�of�sin�as�well�as
freeing�me�from�its�penalty:�Enable�me�to�lay�aside�the�sin�that�clings
so�closely�and�run�with�perseverance�the�race�set�before�me;�looking
to�you;�the�pioneer�and�author�of�my�faith:�Amen:

Prayer for Those Struggling with Sin

Bryan�Buck
Karen�Howells
Martha�Van�Houten
Alex�Wenig�

bryan]oaksparish:org�
karen]oaksparish:org�����
martha]oaksparish:org
alex]oaksparish:org

Lead�Pastor�
Director�of�WomenIs�Formation�����
Director�of�Parish�Formation
Director�of�Music

kids]oaksparish:org
communitylife]oaksparish:org

OP�Kids
Community�Life



Welcome to Oaks Parish
Thanks�for�joining�us�today�P�we
would�love�to�connect�with�youB
Jot�down�your�name�and�email
address�on�the�postcard�found�in
your�worship�guide�and�drop�it�in
an�offering�basket�before�you�leave
so�we�can�get�to�know�you:

How to Use Postcards
Let�us�know�youvre�visiting
Sign�up�for�the�weekly�email
Share�a�prayer�request
RSVP�for�an�event
Connect�with�pastoral�staff

Drop�your�postcard�in�an�offering
basket�before�you�leave�todayB

Morning Prayer
Join�us�online�every�Wednesday�at
6<30am�to�pray�together�for�our
community�and�beyond�at
oaksparish:orgTmorningprayer:

January Social Hour
Enjoy�coffee�and�donuts�today;
after�the�service�in�the�Parish�Hall:

Men’s Pizza & Game Night
Join�OP�Men�for�pizza�A�games�at
the�home�of�Rob�Howells�on�Sat;
Jan�20th;�starting�at�6<30pm:�Bring
your�favorite�game=�weIll�provide
pizza�and�drinksB�RSVP�to
rob]thehowellsgroup:com:

Oaks Parish: Get Connected
Volunteer with Family Promise
Oaks�Parish�is�partnering�with
Family�Promise�Metro�East�to�serve
our�houseless�neighbors�by
providing�meals�and�support�for
participating�families:�Volunteer�to
make�a�meal�or�stay�overnight
during�our�next�week�of�service
from�January�21P27:�Learn�more�at
oaksparish:orgTfamilyPpromise:

OP Podcast is Back Tomorrow!
DonIt�miss�the�first�episode
discussing�our�Cheerful�Giving
series;�released�January�15th:�Tune
in�by�searching�FOaks�ParishG�on
Spotify�or�Apple�Podcasts:

Newcomers Gathering
NewWerX�to�Oaks�ParishD�WeId�love
to�share�more�with�you�about�our
story;�values;�and�mission:�Join�us
for�Newcomers�Gathering�after�the
service�on�Sunday;�January�28th:
Lunch�will�be�provided=�please
RSVP�to�martha]oaksparish:org:

Congregational Meeting 2/11
Members�and�regular�attenders;
please�mark�your�calendar�for�our
winter�congregational�meeting�on
Sunday;�February�11th;�after�the
service:�Important�updates�from�our
ministry�teams�will�be�provided:


